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and central India; all of them derived
from Sanskrit, are so closely akin that a
quickwitted man who speaks one of them can
with very little practice understand most,
if not all, of the others with ease. The more
individualistic Bengali is an exception.
The Dravidian languages of the South are
similarly akin."1
Hindustani thus affords the nearest thing to a
lingua franca for India. "It is the natural lingua
franca of 257 millions besides being understood
by others; and in either of its two forms, High
Hindi and Urdu, it is the literary language of
over 140 millions. It is thus the third great
language of the world, coming after northern
Chinese and English/'2
The following Table will show the' relative
positions of the major languages of India and also
the prominent place which Hindustani occupies
among them:
1  H. N. Brailsford, Subject India, p. 119.
2  Suniti Kumar Chatter ji, op. tit.> pp; 13-14.